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The Swiss Govermment in passing resolutions of condolence on
the death of Lincoln said- "he was the man with the brow of irom
and the heart of gold™.

These were words fitly spoken and all who ever came in con=
tact with him recognized the divine charity which forgives all
gin and pities 211 suffering.l

If he ever erred it was on the side of mercy in pardoning
rebels whom others had convieted and thought guilty of severe pun-
ishment. Many women came to him during that awful War of Rebelw
lion asking him to commute the sentence passed upon a beloved hug-
band or son. Always their requests were granted.

After the battle of Shikeh, April 6-7, 1862, the report came
to Washington that Lew Wallace was killed in thét terrible élaughtm
er. lir., Lane hesring it went ﬁp to inquire of Sen. Stanton it
was true- he found President Lincoln there at the Wer office on
the same errand,  Iater they learned it was Wallace from Iliihois
who had been killed. Mr. Lane said he was thankful.it was not
our Wallace, But ,replied Mr. Lincoln, "it was somebody's Wallacel
He sympathized with all who mourned the death of this true patriot
in that fearful battle. As you have heard many times, his dige
tinguishing characteristies were gentlene ss and humility,

Many unjust criticisms have been cast upon Mrs. Linecoln while
in the Whits House, She made & great mistake soon after going
there when the newspepers reported she was +o give a large bell in
the East room-but Secretery Sewsrd ani other Judicious advisors
rersuaded her to omit the dancing and have only the ordinary re=-
ception, This wes early in the War and +the public conscience was
shocked with this appearance of levity and indifference to the

weeping and wailing all around us.
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Mrs, Lincoln was born in Xy. and hed sesession relatives
there but she was true to her husband and loysl to the country-
but ubhappily could not attach women to her, was cold and unre=

sponsive in temperament.

-—2-



Mr. Lene was elected Governor of Indiana in the fall of IB860.He
was inaugurated in January, I86I, but served only a few days, being

elected United States Senator and resigning to take that high office.
He was the first Republican Governor of the state and the first Re=-
publican United States Senator from Indiana,., Within a few &% weeks
after Mr, Lane had been elected Senator we went to Washington to await
the fourth of March when he should be sworn'into his new office.

VWie stayed at the National Hotel in Washington. Mr. Lincoln had
not tﬂen éome to Weshington, He came on just a few days before he
was to take his seat as President; I remember just as well as though
it were yesterday how Mr, Colfax, of Indiana, came rushing to us one
morning at the hotel and told us that Mr. Lincoln had come %o Washing-
ton in disguise, Everybody was disappointed in him becasuse it mm was é
thought the assuming of a disguise showed that Lincoln was a cowsmrd.
Everybody talked about it. History proved thet Mr. Lincoln was not a
coward and that thererwas real danger, as there were southern sympa-’
thizers every vhere.

Governor Curtin, war time Governor of Pennsylvenis, Rximiswfx
friend of Lincoln as well as of Mr. Lane, told of Lincoln's trip to
Waghington in disguise. Lincoln had gone as far as Harrisburg, Pa,,
on hig journey %o Washington ﬁhen it was decided that the dangers of
the journey demanded great precautions. A reception was given %o
Lincoln in Harrisburg. "After the reception" sagd Governor burtin;

a private conference was held in the parlor of the hotel at whieh

the presidentiel paryy was stopping. There were present besides the
President, W, B. Judd, Ward H. Lamon, Judge Edward Davis, Col.

E. V, Summer and oné or two more of those who were travelling with

the President. He Bse Judd told us that from two different sources-
Allen G. Pinkerton in the first and a party of new York detectives in the

second i



second inst-nee- information had ﬁeen reeeived of a plot to acsig-
gsinate the President during his passage throﬁgh Baltimore, and to
guard ageinset demger it had been arranged that the President should
return on a speeial teain to Phhiladgiphia that evening, and take
the night express on the FPhilidedrbhh ia ,W&imingten and Baltimore
Re Rs, thus throwing the conspirators, who expected him to go to’
Eashinéton over the Northern Ventral ReRs, off the scent.
"Encouraged by the Iresident’s cool and colleéted beary=
ing I at first discouraged the idea of a secret Journey , aﬁvising
the President elect to travel by day light, volunteering to go with
him in person. But when full and convineing proof of the plot
was laid befofe us by Mr, Judd, Imowing that the assissination of
the head of the Govermment would bring national ruin, I instantly-
changed my mind and joined in devising means to seeure his safety.
In the evening o public dinner was given the President, and at its
close I invited him to go and spend the night at my house.

"He accepted the invitation, snd, to alley suspieions,
all members of the party but Col. Taymon were left behind at the
hotel. Ve were at once driven in a closed eerridge to the oute
ckirts of the city/ where a specisl train, consisting of an sngine,
tender éna paBsenger car, was standing. I stood c¢n the street
erossing until I ssw them enter the caf, Yand then went hemes  The
wires betweeh Harrisburg and ¥eshington, and between the forﬁer cit]
and Philadelphia had aireaay‘been cut to prevent any nows ¢f his
movements getting abroad, and with Col., Taymon as his only compeni-
i-n he started to his Journey tatrashington. Early the next
morning we received word that the trip had been made in safety,
and that President Lincoln was in Washington"s You will see

from the foregoing interview, which I have given you,
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that there was real danger aboutb Lincolh and that people were not justis
' fied in their criticizing him for meking his trip to Weshington as he
did.

ur. and Mrs. Lincoln stayed at the Willard Hotel, after going to
Washington. t111 they moved intc the White Eouse. They recelved people
informelly at the hotel. Mr. Lincoln was S0 tall end uwngeinly, S0
awkwerd apparently, and so homely in his ways, that the people in
Weshington felt ashemed of him. Those who had worked for him and
votad for him felt mortified to think that such an uncouth man had
been placed in a station so high. Time, howevery mended all. that and
people came to love ¥imm him as the great man he was.

It was my pleasure to see both inaugurations.

¥r, Tincoln's boys were the pride of his heart. Tad Lincoln, who
wes & greet favorite with his father, died in the VWhite House. I ine

tended to go to the funeral but was detained.

I remember the mmEm man as being very ungainly. He haed a dreamy
expression in his féee. ot many dinners were given at the White
House in those days. The social affalrs were mostly receptions. I
attended one or two of these dinners. Tincoln was elways present at
the White Fouse dimnmers, He was grave and silent on such occasions
snd in the presenee of ladies. Whenever he wes pressed too closely
or whenever he wanted to dodge questions he found refuge in stories.
He wes good a repartee. At one of the Vhite House dinners I sat next

to0 Senator Charkes Sumer who was & fine and interesting talkewr. This
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‘wes in the red dining room. Mr. Sumner ves a tall, dignified amd
fine appearing men. On thic occasion he explained to me, in full gdux

detail the history of the coenter piece that was on the table.

Cne day I attended a reception with an Indiana delegation. When
it came our turn to speak to the President, he turned to me and said,
"Mrs. Lene, I believe. Am I right?" iy roply %o him was, "Mr, Lin-
coln, you are always right™, The answer seemed to please him very

much.

The President made few speeches in Vashingion, The cares of his
great position weighed om Him too heavily for him to give much ate
tention to any-thing else. Pecple criticized him, too, because they
thought he did not manage the war in the right way. They said freoly
thatv he was too easy with MeClellan. The eryrwas "On to Richmond"™ but
the afmy did not move., MeClellan was even accused of sympathy with the
South. The hills around Washingﬁon, in fhe fzl1l of '62, were black
with men, inactive and impatient. It was a magnificept arnmy that was

foreced %o inaétivity_beeause iHeClellan wes slaek, slow and cautious.

I did not éee the Grand Review but I did see Burnsides' army,
75,600 men, pass through Washington, going South. It was a.great\army.
Ve saw much of the VWar im Vashingbon. The hospitals were everywhere.

I xkxk visited the hospitals and often wrote letters home for the
Indiana boys. We lived in the National Hotel and the officers of the

armies came there often.
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It was my privilege to attend the Republican convention of &
156 as well as that of '60., The latter was a time of great excitement.
Seward apparently was the strongest candidate for the Homination
at the time Lincoln was nominated. Governor Curtin, of Pennsylvania,
and Mr., Lane insisted that Seward's nomination would be fatal to Re~
‘publican chances. Seward was too strongly free-soil-----Lincoln was
not so strong anti-slavery. He more nearly represented the average
nebtheeh yhoucht on the slavery questlon, at thet time. He was not too
redical, although he was ageinst slavery. The convention was held in
hot weather. I was present and saw almost all the proceedings, 1 be-
came warm and tired and stepped outecide of the convenbtion hall to rest
for a while. I was talking to Col. DeFrees, of Indiana. There was &
great uproar in the convention. The last ballot was being taken. Col.
DePrces was sure that the noise meant thet Seward was nominated. He
expressed his reogret. "I know that's Seward", he said. I thought they
would 4ear the house down. There was the greatast‘rejoicing. Presently
men appeared, carrying xwkdw fence rails, merching end shouting, and

all happy over the nomination of "The Rail Splitter from Illinois™,
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Mr. Lincoln's kind-heartedness was shown 1in the story of the
,ﬁit men by the name of Luekstt, Henry M. Luckett, an aged Methodist
minister vho had held churches in Illinois and other states. Misfore
tune overtook him about the opening of the war. He drifted south and
finally, through the misrepremuentations of certgin unserupulous

men, he was led inte the furnishing of gquinine and ammunition to the
Confederates. He was caught and condemmed by a military court. The
man's friends resolved to try %o interest Mr. Lincolm in his behalf.
Mr, Lane and Thos. A, Hendricks, being the sénators from Indiasna, were
interviewed by Mr., Voorhees who was then in the House and who tried

though it were yesterday, but I will give you the rest of the story

as Mr. Voorhees told 1t.

We were not in Washington when Lincoln was assasinated. Wé were
at home. There was the greatsst oxcitement znd the greatest grief.
Mr. Lene joined the funeral party at Indianapolis and procae&e& with
1t to Springfield. MNr. Lincoln was & good mar. We shall not see ki

his 1ike again,



